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Share photos of vour
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NATIONAL
m‘lﬂll‘l

PRESIDENT OBAMA -
Please protect the birthplace of
the American Revolucion!

AHP

TOP HANSCOM
- EXPANSION

Picketers protest airport expansion outside the Civil Air Terminal at Hanscom Field in
Bedford on Wednesday, April 6. Pictured, from left: Susan Frommer of Concord, Margaret
Coppe of Lexington, Sarah Goos of Concord, Barbara Buchan of Lincoln, Jamie Diamond
of Concord, Jim Poage of Lexington, Ashley Grant of Concord, Anne Frymer of Lexington,
and Michael Henchman of Concord. PHOTD BY JIM CUNNINGHAN

Preservationists push
for federal intervention

New England’s busiest airports

Total operations at some of New England’'s busiest airports be-
tween March 2010 and February 2011
369,117 Logan International Airport, Boston

By Ben Aaronson
ben aaronson@wickedlocal com

mid the noise and
Afury of the modern

world, Minute Man
National Historical Park
stands as a historical sanc-
tuary. Each year, more than
a million people visit the
park, which spans parts of
Lexington, Lincoln and
Concord, to walk in the
footsteps of their forefa-
thers and be transported
back to 1775 and the days
leading to the birth of a na-
tion.

The authenticity of that
1&8th-century experience,
however, is often interrupt-
ed by an intruder from
21st-century life. The drone
of planes flving overhead is
a familiar but not welcome
sound to many park sup-

175,685 Hanscom Feld, Bedford

126,694 Mantucket Memaoarial Airpart, Nantucket

105,103 Bradley International Airport, Windsar Locks, Conn.
102,660 Barnstable Municipal Airport, Hyannis

T9171 TF. Green International Airport, Providence, R.1.

72,290 Nashua Municipal Airport, Nashua, N.H.

68,001 Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, Manchester, M.H.
59,710 Portland International Jetport, Portland, Maine

44 179 Worcester Regional Airport, Worcester

SOURCE: AIR TRAFFIC ACTIVITY SYSTEM

Residents protest new air
service, Page 31

porters and those who live
in the communities near
Hanscom Field in Bedford.
“This is a very sensitive
situation where aviation
noise, traffic and pollution
are antithetical to the mis-

sion of the park,” said Anna
West Winter, executive di-
rector of Save Our Heritage,
a Concord-based advocacy
group. “We're just not think-
ing about what it means to
preserve a soundscape”

In addition to the nation-
al park, Winter noted, the

HANSCOM, PAGE 31

... BBQ festival coming to Lexington ... Police investigate more car breaks

HOUSE MOVES
TO NEW HOME

NEWS, PAGE 31
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Over and out

Session ends with debate
over Estabrook site access

By Michael Phillis
mphillis@wickedlocal com

Annual Town Meeting
caine to a close after an ex-
tended period of relative
chaos on a surprise point of
reconsideration in the sev-
enth and final session Mon-
day night.

Precinet 2 Town Meet-
ing member Michael
MMeGuirk asked for recon-
sideration of Article 13b
part 2, Originally approved
on Monday, April 4, the ar-
ticle appropriated $100,000
in design funds related to
the potential widening of
Robinson Read for use as
an access road during the
future construction of a new
Estabrook School on Grove
Street. Residents at the
April 4 meeting raised con-
cerns about increased traf-
fic and the possibility that
some of their property could
be taken to accommodate
the wider street.

Omn April 11, McGuirk
proposed an amendment
to remove specific refer-
ences to Robinson Road
and increase the appropri-
ation to $200,000.

“It appears to me ... there
may be alternative ap-
proaches that might imvolve
negotiation with few land
owners, much lower legal
costs, much lower paving
costs and so on,” he said.

IMoGuirk suggested plac-
ing a second access on
Grove Street would nega-
tively impact fewer resi-
dents.

“There is a single proper-
ty ... that has a driveway on
the entrance and has some
undeveloped land behind
it, and could potentially be
talken as opposed to [land]
being taken from many peo-
ple on Robinson Street,” he

More inside

CPA surcharge
unchanged, Fage 2
Assessment articles fail,
Page 3

said.

The properties at 119 and
121 Grove St. would be most
affected by MeGuirk's pro-
posal. Asked about the pos-
sibility of the road coming
through the property, Don
Long, the father of the prop-
erty owner, said, “As far as
I'm concerned, no.”

Raising objections

When the original article
was passed, several abutters
raised concerns that they
had only recently been con-
sulted about the possible
changes. The citizen gallery
was pretty much empty on
Monday as MeGuirk’s 11th-
hour proposal came as a
surprise to manyv. Even
some of the boards and
committees that were asked
to give an opinion on the ar-
ticle were not aware of the
motion until that evening,

Precinct 6 Town Meet-
ing member Dawn McKen-
na asked if the neighbors
had been notified. McGuirk
said they had not.

“T'm extremely concerned
that this is coming forward
without any notice to the
folks on Grove Street,” said
Charles Hornig, a Precinet
& Town Meeting member
and a member of the Plan-
ning Board. “1 haven't heard
about how the people on
Grove Street feel. [ havent
heard a word about it be-
cause we are not going to
consult them.”

Town Meeting members
also argued there was

TM, PAGE 33

WORLD FOUNDATION FOR ASIA

Couple lays foundation for change in Cambodia

By Michael Phillis
miphillis@wickedlocal com

Victoria Ngo-Phat was 10
when she left Cambodia with
some of her family as the
Khmer Rouge took power in
the Southeast Asian coun-
try. She never heard from
those who were left behind.

“Most of my family got out
of Cambodia. Ilost a few un-
cles. My maternal grandpa
got stuck there and my great-
grandparents got stuck there,”
said Ngo-Phat, a Lexington
resident. “Whoever stayed
there got killed.”

Between 1975 and 1979,
Cambodian dictator Pol Pot’s
Khmer Rouge regime car-
ried out the killing of 21 per-
cent of the country’s popula-
tion, about 1.7 million people,
according to Yale Universitys

If yougo

WHAT WFA fundraiser

WHEN Sunday, April 17, noon-
Bpom.

WHERE Failin Restaurant, &
Branch St., Lowell

COST $30/adult, $12 Aehil-
dren

INFO 47 8-654-5237,
wlasia.org

Cambodian Genocide Pro-
ZTal.

WNgo-Phat and her husband
Darith Phat escaped the
atrocities of the Khmer
Rouge because they were able
to leave Cambodia immedi-
ately. Now the Lexington cou-
ple works to create a better
life for the children of their
native land through the

ASIA, PAGE 33

. B |
Standing in their Lexington home, Darith Phat

S

kg

and ‘q.i".icturia Ngo-Phat are surrounded by

artifacts and paintings from their homeland of Cambodia. WICKED LOCAL PHOTD BY RYAN MCBRIDE
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From Page 1

airport abuts Great Mead-
ows National Wildlife
Refuge, and is in close
proximity to Walden
Woods and Walden Pond,
as well as many other nat-
ural and historic re-
SOUTCES.

For decades, Save Our
Heritage and other local
groups have worked to
preserve the park and
nearby natural and histori-
cal resources from adverse
impacts of aviation activi-
ties at Hanscom Field.

“We've been going at this
for more than a decade and
are still tryving to get
through the maze to the
answer,” Winter said.
“Preservation has been
stymied each step of the
way.

But Winter and other
preservationists have found
renewed optimism of late.
This past October, Save
Our Heritage reached out
to the Obama Administra-
tion, asking the president
to reconvene a Federal In-
teragency Working Group
established by President
Bill Clinton in 2001.

“We hope they're going to
draw a line in the sand and
say that this airport cannot
be any larger becanse of
where it is,” she said.

Federal intervention
According to a 2001
memorandum of under-
standing between the 1.5,
Department of Transporta-
tion, the U.S. Department
of the Interior and the Ad-
visory Couneil on Historie
Preservation, the
Hanscom-Minute Man Na-
tional Historical Park
Working Group was creat-
ed to preserve the national
park and other resources
around Hanscom Field
while allowing for appro-
priate transportation plan-

ning and economic devel-
opment in the region.

Winter said local groups
were very excited at first
about the working group’s
potential. But the process
did not lead to concrete ac-
tions and fell by the way-
side under the Bush Ad-
ministration.

“It didn't do much to
keep further expansion at
bay,” she said, as Hanseom
Field has since become the
second busiest airport in
New England in terms of
total operations over the
past year, according to the
Adr Traffic Activity System.
Relations with the Massa-
chusetts Port Authority
(Massport), the quasi-pub-
lic agency that operates
Hanscom, have often been
more contentions than col-
laborative.

On Oct. 21, 2010, a
group of noted historians
and preservationists on
Save Our Heritage's advi-
sory board joined Winter
in drafting a letter to Presi-
dent Barack Obama, ask-
ing that the working group
be reconvened. Signatories
ineluded historian and an-
thor David MeCullough,
documentary filmmaker
Ken Burns, historian and
author Doris Kearns
Goodwin, historian and
author Douglas Brinkley,
naturalist Edward O. Wil-
son, and musician Don
Henley, founder of the
Walden Woods Project in
Concord and Lineoln.

Their effort has inspired
letters of support from the
State House and Congres-
sional delegations, as well
as House Democratic
Leader Mancy Pelosi. Rep.
Niki Tsongas, D)-5th, who
serves on the Natural Re-
sources Committee and
the National Park Sub-
committee, has become an
outspoken advocate for
the working group’s re-
vival.

“I feel strongly that

‘We hope they're
going to draw a line
in the sand and say
that this airport
cannot be any
larger because of
where it is.’

Anna West Winter, executive
director, Save Qur Heritage

those resources are so im-
portant to our national
heritage and to the tourist
economy of Massachu-
setts. Historic resources,
onee lost, are very hard to
replace,” Tsongas said.
“We need to find a more
regular way to address
concerns, knowing that
economic development is
important, too.”

Teongas said she has
had productive discus-
sions with National Park
Service Director Jon
Jarvis about moving the
process forward. Conver-
sations with the FAA and
other stakeholders are yvet
to come, she said.

According to Massport
spokesman Richard
Walsh, the agency was not
a party to the working
group when it was formed
“s0 we do not have any-
thing specific to add at
this juncture.”

Walsh said Massport
does work collaboratively
with the national park,
pointing to recent efforts
to reduce training flights
over the park. Massport
also meet regularly with
the Hanscom Field Advi-
sory Commission and
Hanscom Area Towns
Committee, he said.

Reasons for optimism
Winter said she helieves
the working group could
be successful where it
failed in the past.
Where the 2001 group
lacked short-term goals,

the 2011 group would be
tasked with specifie,
achievable abjectives to be
completed within one year
of its charge, she said.
Such objectives would in-
clude developing mecha-
nisms for measuring and
mitigating noise impacts,
soliciting input from sur-
rounding towns, and cre-
ating a planning docu-
ment to guide implemen-
tation.

According to Winter,
another key aspect of the
process would be providing
assurances that these ob-
jectives would not be con-
strued as a violation of the
conditions of federal grants
through the Airport Im-
provement Program or any
other federal funding.

If both sides can get to-
gether and understand the
needs of the other, Winter
said, it is possible to find a
balance between compet-
ing interests.

“Without that it's a stale-
mate and the more power-
ful agenecy will prevail)” she
said.

Nancy Nelson, superin-
tendent of Minute Man
Mational Historical Park,
shared Winter's optimism.

“I don't think the inter-
ests are antithetical, but I
think they need to be man-
aged,” Nelson said. “We
need to know what the ulti-
mate vision is ... and make
sure that ultimate vision al-
lows for the continued ex-
perience of a national
park.”

Winter said Save Our
Heritage hasn't vet re-
ceived a response from the
president, but she is confi-
dent things are moving in
the right direction.

“We are profoundly op-
timistic at this point,” she
said. “I think there is light
now shining through at
the end of the tunnel”

Ben Aaronson can be
reached at ben.aaronson i
wickedlocal.com.

HOUSE MOVE

Historic house finds new home

By Ben Aaronson and
Michael Phillis
lexington@wickedlocal com

atriots’ Day is still a
Pf‘ew days away, but

that didn't stop Lex-
ington from hosting a pa-
rade of sorts last Saturday
night. On April §, hun-
dreds of spectators flocked
to Massachusetts Avenue
in front of St. Brigid's
Parish to watch as an his-
toric house literally rolled
away.

Built in the mid-1800s,
the house at 1959-1991
Massachusetts Ave. was
once used by nuns and
priests, but has been unin-
habited since 1992 and
had fallen into extreme
disrepair. The church had
sought to demolish the
house, which had become
an evesore, but was denied
by the Historic Districts
Commission as the house
sits in the Battle Green
Historie District.

This fall, builder Patrick
Carroll bought the house
and agreed to physically
move it from the church
property to a new site at
35 Hancock St., which he
had purchased from the
Lexington Historical So-
cietv. The lot is opposite
the historic Hancock-
Clarke House.

After months of antici-
pation, the day of the
maove finally came. In
preparation of the move,
police blocked off roads
while utility crews shut
off power and removed
wires to ensure the house
would have safe passage
down Hancock Street.

Carroll said Verizon
alone had about seven
trucks on the site.

“Being at 35 Hancock

The inuteman Statue joins hundreds of

A5 il -
spectators watching as the house former ly

located at 1991 Massachusetts Ave. makes its way through Lexington Center to its
new home at 35 Hancock St. WICKED LOCAL PHOTO BY BEN AARDNSON

SEE MORE PHOTOS
at wickedlocal lexing-
ton.com

5t. and looking back to-
wards the Battle Green,
there was just a sea of
flashing vellow lights,”
said Carroll.

When the appointed
hour arrived, a large
crowd had assembled out-
side St. Brigid’s to watch
the historic and unusual
happening. Church bells
rang out in song, as if cel-
ebrating the long-awaited
departure of the blight on
its landscape.

Onlookers of all ages,
many armed with cam-
eras and camcorders,
cheered as the truck
started rolling just after 7
p.m.

“A lot more people

showed up than antici-
pated,” said Carroll.

It was mostly smooth
sailing as the house
cruised down Massachu-
setts Avenue, passing the
Battle Green on the left.
The house did sustain
some damage along the
way, however, as low-
hanging branches scraped
against the side of the
structure, pulling off a
wooden downspout.

After passing the Min-
nteman Statue, the truck
stopped to reposition the
house for the rest of the
journey, past the Battle
(Green again, this time on
the other side, and then
up Hancock Street to its
final resting place.

“I think all and all, the
end result was spectacu-
lar,” Carroll said. “We cer-
tainly had some issues on
Hanecock Street. They

were remedied pretty well
by the utility companies
and by the town.”

Carroll said he had an-
ticipated the move would
take no less than five to
seven hours, but the actu-
al operation ended up be-
ing much quicker.

“We were door to door
in two and a half hours,”
he said.

The final cost of the
house move has not been
calculated yet, but Carroll
estimated he would be on
the hook for around
$25,000.

Now that the house has
landed at its Hancock
Street home, Carroll said
he should be able to start
work on framing in about
three weeks. Work on the
refurbished house should
be completed by some-
time in September, ac-
cording to Carroll.

HANSCOM FIELD

Streamline Air
met with protest

By Ben Aaronson
ben aaronson@wicked ocal com

When Streamline Air's
maiden flight from Trenton,
NI landed at Hanscom Field
in Bedford on April 4, pas-
sengers, including corporate
leaders, were met with a
warm reception and a water
cannon salute.

It was a different scene
two days later when pick-
eters stood outside the Civil
Air Terminal to protest avia-
tion expansion at Hanscom.

“[WeTe] sending a mes-
sage that the communities
don't want the airport ex-
panded, especially without
any kind of multimodal
transportation plan,” said
Richard Canale, a member of
the Hanscom Area Towns
Committee (HATS) and the
Lexington Planning Board.

Streamline Air Managing
Director Mark Cestari said
the company, a subsidiary
of Cleveland-based Charter
Air, had been working on a
deal to fly out of Hanscom for
several months. Those plans
were not articulated to the
public, however, until a
March 15 meeting of the
multi-town Hanscom Field
Advisory Commission
(HFAC), just weeks before
the airline was scheduled to
start flying.

Cestari called Streamline’s
twice daily flights to Trenton
a “niche service” that is well
matched to the size of the air-
port and well within estab-
lished guidelines. Cestari said
the 30-seat turboprop jet is
“a very quiet airplane” and
the noise impacts are “so
minute they don't drive any
changes at all.”

But Cestari’s assurances
have not been a source of
comfort to local leaders and
preservation advocates, who
have pointed to the new serv-
ice as evidence of continued
airport expansion by Mass-
port.

Critics have questioned
Streamline’s designation as a
charter service, noting flights
are scheduled and ticketed.
Cestari was adamant the op-
eration is simply an alternate
way of selling air service.

“This is a scheduled public
charter,” he said. “We're not
an airline. We are a charter
air company.”

Opponents say Cestari'’s
pitch sounds strikingly sim-
ilar to one he made more
than 10 years ago, when he
brought Shuttle America to
Hanscom in 1999. Shuttle
America began with two
flights a day to Trenton, like
Streamline, but later ex-
panded prompting a legal
battle with the four
Hanscom-area towmns.

Cestari insists Streamline
is a completely different an-
imal than Shuttle America.

“Shuttle was a much larg-
er scale operation,” he said.

Cestari would not rule out

‘[We're] sending a
message that the
communities don't
want the airport
expanded.

Richard Canale of Lexington,
Hanscom AreaTowns Com-
mittes

further expansion of Stream-
lines service at Hanscom,
but said he is assuming there
will be less passenger de-
mand.

Long-term view

In 2001, Shuttle Ameri-
ca’s operations at Hanscom
inspired outreach to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton that result-
ed in the creation of a Federal
Interagency Working Group
to examine the competing
interests of historic preser-
vation and economic devel-
opment in the area around
Hanscom Field. Today, State
House and Congressional
representatives have joined
efforts to reach out to Presi-
dent Barack Obama to re-
convene the working group.

In a March 15 letter, TS,
Rep. Niki Tsongas, D1-5th,
wrote to Secretary of Trans-
portation Jeffrey Mullan,
the recently appointed head
of Massport's board, to re-
quest that Massport put a
hold on any new aviation
contracts, including with
Streamline Air, until a deci-
sion is made regarding the
working group.

“I appreciate the need for
and role that economic de-
velopment plays in the health
of our economy,” Tsongas
wrote., “However, historic
preservation plays an im-
portant role in spurring sus-
tainable growth, sustaining
our tourism economy, and
maintaining our quality of
life. Vibrant economic
growth does not need to
come at the expense of the
unique historical character
and environment of our com-
munities.”

According to Tsongas™ of-
fice, Mullan said Massport
could not accommodate the
request to delay Streamline’s
operations at Hanscom due
to a nondiscrimination clause
attached as a condition of
federal funding for airport
infrastrueture.

Diespite this short-term de-
feat, Canale said he remains
optimistic that the federal
working group could lead to
a long-term solution.

“[Streamline Air] is a tiny
piece of the whole puzzle,
said Canale.

“There has to be a part-
nership. There has to be asit-
uation where evervone wins
something,” he said. “I think
this is probably our best
hope?”

Ben Aaronson can be
reached at ben.aaronson (@
wickedlocal.com.

History of the Federal Interagency

Working Group

1999 Startup airline Shuttle America proposes to start com-
rmercial operations at Hanscom Field.

1999 The four Hanscom towns ( Bedford, Concord, Lexington
and Lincaln) file a lawsuit against Massport and Shuttle Amer-
ica for violations in the approval process,

2001 The towns file an appeal challenging FAA s decision to
approve flights by Shuttle America to La Guardia Airport. Fed-
eral appeals court finds in favor of FAA's decision, but warns
that future reviews must consider cumulative impacts.

2001 Historians write to President Clinton who issues an order
directing the creation of a Federal Interagency Working Group
towork towards establishing long-term protections for Minute
han Mational Historical Park and the surrounding historic

communities.

2002 The towns, state and federal representatives, and com-
rmunity organizations join together to create a position state-
ment, "Hanscom at the Crossroads” which requests a
moratorium on expansion at Hanscom Field until a regional
transpartation planis established.

2010 Histarians appeal to President Obama to reconvene the
Federal Interagency Working Group.

201 U.5. Reps. Edward Markey, MNiki Tsongas and John Tier-
ney, Sen. John Kerry, and Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi
send written support to the president.

SOURCE: 3AVE QUR HERITAGE



HANSCOM FIELD

PRESIDENT OBAMA -

Please protect the birthplace of
the American Revolution!

Picketers protest airport expansion outside the Civil Air Terminal at Hanscom Field in

Bedford on Wednesday, April 6. Pictured, from left: Susan Frommer of Concord, Margaret
Coppe of Lexington, Sarah Goos of Concord, Barbara Buchan of Lincoln, Jamie Diamond

of Concord, Jim Poage of Lexington, Ashley Grant of Concord, Anne Frymer of Lexington,
and Michael Henchman of Concord. PHOTD BY JIM CUNNINGHAM

Preservationists push
for federal intervention

New England’s busiest airports

Total operations at some of New England's busiest airports be-
tween March 2010 and February 2011
369,117 Logan Intermational Airport, Boston

By Ben Aaronson
ben aaronson@wickedlocal com

mid the noise and
Afury of the modern

world, Minute Man
Mational Historical Park
stands as a historical sanc-
tuary. Each year, more than
amillion people visit the
park, which spans parts of
Lexington, Lincoln and
Concord, to walk in the
footsteps of their forefa-
thers and be transported
back to 1775 and the days
leading to the birth of a na-
tion.

The authenticity of that
1&th-century experience,
however, is often interrupt-
ed by an intruder from
21st-century life, The drone
of planes flying overhead is
a familiar but not welcome
sound to many park sup-

175,685 Hanscom Feld, Bedford

126,694 Mantucket Memaorial Airport, Mantucket

105,103 Bradley International Airport, Windsor Locks, Conn.
102,660 Barnstable Municipal Airport, Hyannis

79171 TF. Green International Airport, Providence, R.1.

72,290 Mashua Municipal Airport, Mashua, N.H.

68,001 Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, Manchester, N.H.
59,710 Portland International Jet port, Portland, Maine

44 179 Worcester Regional Airport, Worcester

SOURCE: AIR TRAFFIC ACTIVITY SYSTEM

Residents protest new air
service, Page 31

porters and those who live
in the communities near

Hanseom Field in Bedford.

“This is a very sensitive
situation where aviation
noise, traffic and pollution
are antithetical to the mis-

sion of the park,” said Anna
West Winter, executive di-
rector of Save Our Heritage,
a. Concord-based advocacy
group. “We're just not think-
ing about what it means to
preserve a soundscape”

In addition to the nation-
al park, Winter noted, the

HANSCOM, PAGE 31



HANSGOM

From Page 1

airport abuts Great Mead-
ows National Wildlife
Refuge, and is in close
proximity to Walden
Woods and Walden Pond,
as well as many other nat-
ural and historic re-
SOUrces,

For decades, Save Our
Heritage and other local
groups have worked to
preserve the park and
nearby natural and histori-
cal resources from adverse
impacts of aviation activi-
ties at Hanscom Field.

“We've been going at this
tor more than a decade and
are still trving to get
through the maze to the
answer,” Winter said.
“Preservation has been
stymied each step of the
way”

But Winter and other
preservationists have found
renewed optimism of late.
This past October, Save
Or Heritage reached out
to the Obama Administra-
tion, asking the president
to reconvene a Federal In-
teragency Working Group
established by President
Eill Clinton in 2001

“We hope thevre going to
draw a line in the sand and
say that this airport cannot
be any larger because of
where it is)" she said.

Federal intervention
According to a 2001
memorandum of under-
standing between the 1.5,
Department of Transporta-
tion, the U.S. Department
of the Interior and the Ad-
visory Council on Historic
Preservation, the
Hanscom-Minute Man Na-
tional Historical Park
Working Group was creat-
ed to preserve the national
park and other resources
around Hanscom Field
while allowing for appro-
priate transportation plan-

ning and economic devel-
opment in the region.

Winter said local groups
were very excited at first
about the working group’s
potential. But the process
did not lead to concrete ac-
tions and fell by the way-
side under the Bush Ad-
ministration.

‘Tt didn't do much to
keep further expansion at
bay,” she said, as Hanscom
Field has since become the
second busiest airport in
New England in terms of
total operations over the
past year, according to the
Ajr Traffic Activity System.
Relations with the Massa-
chusetts Port Authority
(Massport), the quasi-pub-
lic agency that operates
Hanscom, have often been
more contentious than col-
laborative.

On Oet, 21, 2010, a
group of noted historians
and preservationists on
Save Our Heritage's advi-
sory board joined Winter
in drafting a letter to Presi-
dent Barack Obama, ask-
ing that the working group
be reconvened. Signatories
included historian and au-
thor David MeCullough,
documentary filmmaker
Een Burns, historian and
author Doris Kearns
Goodwin, historian and
author Douglas Brinkley,
naturalist Edward O. Wil-
som, and musician Don
Henley, founder of the
Walden Woods Project in
Concord and Lincoln.

Their effort has inspired
letters of support from the
State House and Congres-
sional delegations, as well
as House Democratic
Leader Nancy Pelosi. Rep.
Wiki Tsongas, D-5th, who
serves on the Natural Re-
sources Committee and
the National Park Sub-
committee, has become an
outspoken advocate for
the working group’s re-
vival.

“I feel strongly that

‘We hope they're
going to draw a line
in the sand and say
that this airport
cannot be any
larger because of
where it is.’

Anna West Winter, executive
director, Save Our Heritage

those resources are so im-
portant to our national
heritage and to the tourist
economy of Massachu-
setts. Historic resources,
onee lost, are very hard to
replace,” Tsongas said.
“We need to find a more
regular way to address
concerns, knowing that
economic development is
important, too,”

Tsongas said she has
had productive disecus-
sions with National Park
Service Director Jon
Jarvis about moving the
process forward. Conver-
sations with the FAA and
other stakeholders are yvet
to come, she said.

According to Massport
spokesman Richard
Walsh, the agency was not
a party to the working
group when it was formed
“s0 we do not have any-
thing specific to add at
this juncture.”

Walsh said Massport
does work collaboratively
with the national park,
pointing to recent efforts
to reduce training flights
over the park. Massport
also meet regularly with
the Hanscom Field Advi-
sory Commission and
Hanscom Area Towns
Committee, he said.

Reasons for optimism
Winter said she believes
the working group could
be successtul where it
failed in the past.
Where the 2001 group
lacked short-term goals,

the 2011 group would be
tasked with specific,
achievable objectives to be
completed within one year
of its charge, she said.
Such objectives would in-
clude developing mecha-
nisms for measuring and
mitigating noise impacts,
soliciting input from sur-
rounding towns, and cre-
ating a planning docu-
ment to guide implemen-
tation.

According to Winter,
another key aspect of the
process would be providing
assurances that these ob-
jectives would not be con-
strued as a violation of the
conditions of federal grants
through the Airport Im-
provement Program or any
other federal funding.

If both sides can get to-
gether and understand the
needs of the other, Winter
said, it is possible to find a
balance between compet-
ing interests.

“Without that it's a stale-
mate and the more power-
ful agency will prevail,” she
said.

Mancy Nelson, superin-
tendent of Minute Man
Mational Historical Park,
shared Winter's optimism.

“I don't think the inter-
ests are antithetical, but I
think they need to be man-
aged,” Melson said. “We
need to know what the ulti-
mate vision is... and make
sure that ultimate vision al-
lows for the continued ex-
perience of a national
park”

Winter said Save Our
Heritage hasn't yet re-
ceived a response {rom the
president, but she is confi-
dent things are moving in
the right direction.

“We are profoundly op-
timistic at this point,” she
said. “I think there is light
now shining through at
the end of the tunnel.”

Ben Aaronson can be
reached at ben.aaronson i
wickedlocal com.
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Streamline Air
met with protest

By Ben Aaronson
ben aaronson@wickedlocal com

When Streamline Air's
maiden flight from Trenton,
MN.J. landed at Hanscom Field
in Bedford on April 4, pas-
sengers, including corporate
leaders, were met with a
warm reception and a water
cannon salute.

It was a different scene
two days later when pick-
eters stood outside the Civil
Air Terminal to protest avia-
tion expansion at Hanscom.

“[WeTe] sending a mes-
sage that the communities
don't want the airport ex-
panded, especially without
any kind of multimodal
transportation plan,” said
Richard Canale, a member of
the Hanscom Area Towns
Committee (HATS) and the
Lexington Planning Board.

Streamline Air Managing
Director Mark Cestari said
the company, a subsidiary
of Cleveland-based Charter
Air, had been working on a
deal to fly out of Hanscom for
several months. Those plans
were not articulated to the
public, however, until a
March 15 meeting of the
multi-town Hanscom Field
Advisory Commission
(HFAC), just weeks before
the airline was scheduled to
start flying.

Cestari called Streamline’s
twice daily flights to Trenton
a “niche service” that is well
matched to the size of the air-
port and well within estab-
lished guidelines. Cestari said
the 30-seat turboprop jet is
“a very quiet airplane” and
the noise impacts are “so
minute they don't drive any
changes at all.”

But Cestari’s assurances
have not been a source of
comfort to local leaders and
preservation advocates, who
have pointed to the new serv-
ice as evidence of continued
airport expansion by Mass-
port.

Critics have questioned
Streamline’s designation as a
charter service, noting flights
are scheduled and ticketed.
Cestari was adamant the op-
eration is simply an alternate
way of selling air service.

“This is a scheduled public
charter,” he said. “We're not
an airline. We are a charter
air company.”

Opponents say Cestari’s
pitch sounds strikingly sim-
ilar to one he made more
than 10 years ago, when he
brought Shuttle America to
Hanscom in 1999. Shuttle
America began with two
flights a day to Trenton, like
Streamline, but later ex-
panded prompting a legal
battle with the four
Hanscom-area towns.

Cestari insists Streamline
is a completely different an-
imal than Shuttle America.

“Shuttle was a much larg-
er scale operation,” he said.

Cestari would not rule out

‘[ We're] sending a
message that the
communities don't
want the airport
expanded.

Richard Canale of Lexington,
Hanscom Area Towns Com-
mittes

further expansion of Stream-
lines service at Hanscom,
but said he is assuming there
will be less passenger de-
mand.

Long-term view

In 2001, Shuttle Ameri-
ca's operations at Hanscom
inspired outreach to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton that result-
ed in the creation of a Federal
Interagency Working Group
to examine the competing
interests of historic preser-
vation and economic devel-
opment in the area around
Hanscom Field. Today, State
House and Congressional
representatives have joined
efforts to reach out to Presi-
dent Barack Obama to re-
convene the working group.

In a March 15 letter, TLS.
Rep. Niki Tsongas, D1-5th,
wrote to Secretary of Trans-
portation Jeffrey Mullan,
the recently appointed head
of Massport's board, to re-
quest that Massport put a
hold on any new aviation
contracts, including with
Streamline Air, until a deci-
sion is made regarding the
working group.

“T appreciate the need for
and role that economic de-
velopment plays in the health
of our economy,” Tsongas
wrote. “However, historic
preservation plays an im-
portant role in spurring sus-
tainable growth, sustaining
our tourism economy, and
maintaining our quality of
life. Vibrant economic
growth does not need to
come at the expense of the
unique historical character
and environment of our com-
munities.”

According to Tsongas™ of-
fice, Mullan said Massport
could not accommodate the
request to delay Streamline’s
operations at Hanscom due
to a nondiscrimination clanse
attached as a condition of
federal funding for airport
infrastructure.

Despite this short-term de-
feat, Canale said he remains
optimistic that the federal
working group could lead to
a long-term solution.

“[Streamline Air] is a tiny
piece of the whole puzzle,”
said Canale.

“There has to be a part-
nership. There has tobe asit-
uation where evervone wins
something,” he said. “I think
this is probably our best
hope!”

Ben Aaronson can be
reached at ben.aaronson (i
wickedlocal.com.

History of the Federal Interagency

Working Group

1999 Startup airline Shuttle America proposes to start com-
mercial operations at Hanscom Field.

1999 The four Hanscom towns ( Bedford, Concord, Lexingtan
and Lincaln) file a lawsuit against Massport and Shuttle Armer-
ica for violations in the approval process,

2001 The townsfile an appeal challenging FAA's decision to
approve flights by Shuttle America to La Guardia Airport. Fed-
eral appeals court finds in favor of FAA's decision, but warns
that future reviews must consider cumulative impacts.

2001 Historians write to President Clinton who issues an order
directing the creation of a Federal Interagency Working Group
towork towards establishing long-term protections for Minute
han Mational Historical Park and the surrounding historic
communities.

2002 The towns, state and federal representatives, and com-
munity organizations join together to create a position state-
ment, "Hanscom at the Crossroads” which requests a
maratorium onexpansion at Hanscom Field until a regional
transportation planis established.

2010 Histarians appeal to President Obama to reconvene the
Federal Interagency Working Group.

2011 U.5. Reps. Edward Markey, Miki Tsongas and John Tier-
ney, Sen. John Kerry, and Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi

send written support to the president.
SOURCE: SAVE OUR HERITAGE
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