






Proposed Interagency Workgroup Assignment 
 

Protection of Minute Man National Historical Park and Environs 
October 20, 2010 

 
 
It is proposed that the Federal Interagency  “Hanscom – Minute Man National Historical 
Park Working Group,” as defined in the existing MOU of January, 2001, (attached) shall 
be reconvened and tasked with the following specific objectives: 
 

1. In consultation with the FAA, the National Park Service shall define the 
appropriate measurement method to be used for assessment of noise impacts 
to Minute Man National Historical Park and other local historic sites eligible 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, subject to the constraint 
that any metrics defined must be able to be modeled using the data sets from the 
FAA Integrated Noise Model.   

 
2. The year 2010 shall be defined as the baseline year for noise impact planning 

purposes. 
 

3. Future airport planning, regional aviation planning, FAA approvals, and 
guidance provided by the FAA and National Park Service for Hanscom Field shall 
be guided by the principle that projected noise impacts as determined by the 
prescribed metric shall be held to or reduced from the baseline value. 

 
4. Planning mechanisms to control or limit the noise impacts shall be defined and 

studied, including but not limited to: means to mitigate noise impacts of 
operations; means to limit aviation infrastructure expansion; assignment of 
certain classes of operations such as ticketed commercial and cargo to other 
system airports under the FAA multi-airport sponsor program; means to 
encourage use of alternative underutilized airports for recreational and 
training operations; use of fees; fixed limitation of the airport layout plan; no 
further transfer of Federal land to the airport; and impact mitigating tower 
procedures.  Feasibility and effectiveness will be determined to identify the most 
effective means (or combination of means) to achieve objective #3. 

 
5. To provide assurances that any actions taken by the airport operator, the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or the FAA to further these objectives shall 
not be construed to be a violation of grant assurances of Airport 
Improvement Program funding or any other federal funding. 

 
6. The Work Group solicit and integrate the inputs of the surrounding towns, and 

review their findings and reports with local, state, and federal elected 
representatives of towns for comment prior to release. 
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7. A planning document will be created that defines: 
 

 the noise impact metric and how it will be measured and modeled on an ongoing 
basis 

 describes the goal of maintaining the impacts at or below the baseline value 

 identifies guidance for means to achieve the goals 

 identifies planning and permitting processes and documents, including regional 
planning, that should incorporate this guidance 

 clarifies that actions taken to further these goals will not be construed to be 
violations of grant assurances. 

 
8. The Interagency Working Group shall complete its work on this mission 

assignment in one year from this date; until then, construction activity related to 
infrastructure expansion should be deferred. 

 
 
Comment: 
The establishment of any numeric thresholds for impacts in National Parks and other 
sensitive receptors remains an area of some controversy among experts and government 
organizations worldwide.  Note that this mission assignment does not require that any 
specific thresholds for significant impact be defined, nor does it attempt to prescribe 
any particular controls, limits, or other means to achieve the objective.  It simply 
requires that a plan be devised to hold impacts at or below current levels.  This 
assignment is clearly within the scope and intent of the original MOU.  If at some future 
time, federal methods and metrics are established for determining impacts at National 
Parks and other historic sites, planning for this area should be updated accordingly.   
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